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Faits saillants de la
dernière année
Q-CROC is celebrating its 15th anniversary
this year! Over the past fifteen years, we
have undergone numerous changes, but
our constant desire to collaborate with key
stakeholders in clinical research in Quebec
to fight against cancer has remained
unchanged. This milestone is a testament
to our commitment to making a difference
in the field of cancer research.

We’re delighted to present Q-CROC's activity report for 2023, reflecting the
achievements and challenges of our network on this 15th year of our existence.  
Since 2008, Q-CROC has positioned itself as a key player in clinical oncology
research in Quebec, bringing together over 40 healthcare institutions, research
centers and partner organizations.

We would like to extend our warmest thanks to all our collaborators, who
contribute every day to advancing science and improving the quality of life of
people impacted by cancer. Thanks to your commitment and expertise, Q-CROC
is recognized as a model of collaboration and innovation in clinical oncology
research across Canada.

We invite you to peruse this report of our achievements, projects and prospects
for 2024. We hope you'll share our pride and enthusiasm for the work we've
accomplished, and for the work that remains to be done. Together, we can make
a difference to clinical oncology research in Quebec and Canada.

Thank you for your confidence and support.
Lucie D'Amours
General Manager

From the Management

Jean-Frédéric Lafontaine
Chair



On the occasion of its 15th anniversary, 
we would like to highlight the contribution
of the Q-CROC network to Quebec's
healthcare ecosystem, notably through the
launch of OncoQuébec. 

MERCK CANADA 



Q-CROC
Q-CROC is a not-for-profit organization specializing in oncology
that makes clinical research more accessible and understandable
for healthcare professionals and people living with cancer.

Vision Mission Who We 
Work With

Contribute to defeating
cancer and improving

health care through
clinical research

Collaborate with the broader
community to develop

solutions to optimize
participant recruitment and

improve knowledge of
clinical research

Healthcare institutions &
research teams 
Initiatives and organizations
involved in the fight against
cancer in Canada
Pharmaceutical industry



30,000+
Visitors on
OncoQuébec

Awarded in training grants
to research teams since 2019 

$100,000+

Together for
15 years of
research
Q-CROC celebrates its 15th
anniversary this year! It’s been a
journey marked by many changes,
but always guided by our desire to
collaborate with key stakeholders in
the Quebec clinical research
community in the fight against
cancer. 

Professionals trained
since 2019

3,000+

200+
Information events
on clinical research

https://qcroc.ca/en/fifteen-years/
https://qcroc.ca/en/fifteen-years/


CLINICAL AND MEDICAL TEAMS
GSK

Thank you for all you do
to optimize access to clinical trials and
increase knowledge of clinical research!  



Our
Network

QUÉBEC

Other Cities

M O N T R É A L
CHUM - Centre hospitalier de l'Université de Montréal
CIUSSS de l'Est-de-l'Île-de-Montréal
CIUSSS du Centre-Ouest-de-l'Île-de-Montréal
CIUSSS de l'Ouest-de-l'Île-de-Montréal
CIUSSS du Nord-de-l'Île-de-Montréal
MUHC - McGill University Health Centre
CHU Sainte-Justine

CHU de Québec - Université Laval
IUCPQ - Institut universitaire de cardiologie et de pneumologie de Québec

CHICOUTIMI / CIUSSS du Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean
GATINEAU / CISSS de l'Outaouais
GREENFIELD PARK / CISSS de la Montérégie-Centre
LAVAL / CISSS de Laval
LÉVIS / CISSS de Chaudière-Appalaches
RIMOUSKI / CISSS du Bas-Saint-Laurent
SAINT-JÉRÔME / CISSS des Laurentides
SHERBROOKE / CIUSSS de l'Estrie
TROIS-RIVIÈRES / CIUSSS de la Mauricie-et-Centre-du-Québec

Q-CROC is the largest clinical
research network in oncology in
Quebec. It includes 100% of healthcare
institutions in Quebec where clinical
research is conducted. 

Did you know?
Some fifteen Q-CROC liaison
coordinators work within our
partner institutions. A key part of
their role is to keep the
OncoQuébec database up to date.
They also help to share tools and
information across centers, and to
support awareness-raising
activities in their institution.



Q-CROC Communities of Practice
an efficient model for boosting collaboration
Q-CROC coordinates five active communities of practice, bringing together nearly 300 healthcare professionals across
Quebec. These communities of practice optimize patient referrals across hospitals and stimulate collaboration
between Quebec's leading researchers. Members of the Neurology Community of Practice have expressed their
satisfaction with this innovative model, and have noted a positive impact on their practice. Indeed, 100% of members
surveyed would recommend that their colleagues participate in one of our communities.

Thoracic
(RÉSOT)

2 0 1 8

Gastrointestinal

2 0 2 0

Neurology

2 0 2 2

Melanoma

2 0 2 3

Neurology,
radiology &
gynecology

2 0 2 3

A community of practice is a group of people (e.g. doctors, nurses, managers) who learn from each other by sharing their experiences and best practices in a
particular area of their professional practice.

NRG

https://qcroc.ca/en/communities-of-practice/


QUEBEC
ONCOLOGY
CLINICAL TRIALS 
IN 2023 
Q-CROC is able to carry out a detailed
overview of oncology clinical trials in Quebec,
thanks to the work of its hospital liaison
officers, the support of research teams 
and its effective database.

Recruiting trials

790+

participants enrolled last
year

2400+

New trials 

started last year

250+

physician-researchers

in 18 healthcare institutions

275

Where clinical trials take place 

65 % 20 % 15 %
Other CitiesQuébecMontréal

cancer types

40+



Q-CROC helps make clinical research more accessible in order to maximize 
the chances of recruiting participants in oncology clinical trials.



We are proud to have supported Q-CROC’s activities for
many years, and to have contributed to the advancement
of clinical oncology research in Quebec. Pfizer Canada is
especially pleased to have supported the development
and optimization of the OncoQuébec search tool, which
has become the reference in Quebec for searching for
oncology clinical trials quickly and efficiently.

KARINE GRAND’MAISON
VICE-PRESIDENT, ACCESS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

PFIZER CANADA



of Quebec cancer
research centers

100%

Q-CROC is proud of the success of its clinical trial
search platform to date  Since its launch in 2019,
OncoQuébec has continued to grow in popularity
and will soon be extended to the rest of Canada.

users

30,000+

organizations 
that refer to it

40+
people supported in their

search since May 2022

180+

66 %
18 %

4 %

Over 90% of users come from North America. 
In Canada, the platform is already attracting interest
from other provinces. Approximately 18% of users come
from Ontario, 4% from British Columbia and 12% from
other provinces.

Canada: 87%
USA: 7%
France: 2%
Others: 4%

http://www.oncoquebec.com/


ONCO+ is a specialized support service dedicated to searching for clinical trials in
oncology. Developed in collaboration with the Quebec Cancer Foundation, ONCO+
helps individuals impacted by cancer and healthcare providers who assist them. Its
primary purpose is to facilitate the search of relevant clinical trials aligned with each
person’s medical condition, while also providing support throughout their search
process. In 2023, ONCO+ assisted over 100 individuals impacted by approximately 30
different cancer types.

An all-around success

With tangible results
In addition to facilitating participant recruitment for several clinical trials, our
service prompted 90% of users to engage with their physicians in discussions about
the possibility of participating in clinical trials.

Recommended by users
Over 90% of users deem the service very or extremely useful.
Nearly 40% of professionals who use the service do so repeatedly.

In collaboration 
with

https://www.oncoquebec.com/home/onco-plus


I am privileged and grateful 
to have benefited from ONCO+'s
indispensable help

A CANCER PATIENT WHO USED
THE SERVICE IN 2023

-



What do participants think?
In 2022-2023, Q-CROC surveyed some 40 participants in oncology clinical trials. The main objective
was to better understand the factors that influenced their decision to participate in a clinical trial.
Thanks to all the research teams who helped us by distributing the survey in their centers.

93% were informed 
by a healthcare

professional

For other participants, common
concerns include potential income loss,

trial costs, side effects, and increased
travel requirements.

80% of participants
had no doubts before

agreeing

This demonstrates the
importance of healthcare

professionals in disseminating
information and raising

awareness of clinical research.

                     Cancer clinical trials

They participate for
others and... 

for themselves

Participants get involved for two main
reasons: to contribute to cancer

research, or in the hope of improving
their health.

https://qcroc.ca/en/clinical-research-in-oncology-what-do-participants-think/


Whether for healthcare professionals or people affected by cancer, Q-CROC works
hard to help improve knowledge of clinical research and make it easier to understand.



Over 700 healthcare professionals were
trained in 2023, 100% free of charge.
"Thank you again for all the topics discussed at
the Academy, and free of charge!"

Free
Our training is provided by an impressive
group of specialists, most of whom work
in the healthcare network, but also in
industry and as expert consultants.
"Well done to the trainer, who was both
dynamic and composed. It was very
interesting!"

By experts

Both spring and fall sessions are available.  
To foster interaction between participants
and trainers, attendance is limited.
"I think it's excellent to have your ongoing
training."

Twice a year

The primary purpose of the Academy is 
to help train people new to clinical
research, by giving context to the 
various processes involved.
"It was great! I have a better 
understanding of the role our team 
plays in the quality of the results."

Practical

All courses are offered in French and tailored to the
Quebec context.
"Your training courses are a great help. Thank you."

Tailored for network personnel

Q-CROC Academy
T h e  Q - C R O C  A c a d e m y  i s  a n  o n l i n e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  i n  c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  I t  a i m s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  o f  n e w  s t a f f ,  a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b e s t

p r a c t i c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  h e a l t h c a r e  n e t w o r k .

https://qcroc.ca/en/q-croc-academy/


In 2023, two coaching grants were awarded to network physician-
researchers initiating their own clinical trials. Given the high demand, further
grants may be awarded in 2024.

The webinar organized in collaboration with Health Canada « Comprendre
la classification du risque des observations liées aux inspections d’essais
cliniques de médicaments pour usage humain de Santé Canada, avec le
GUI-0043 » allowed for training of nearly 200 people. Further webinars may
follow in 2024.

Training that makes
a difference
In addition to the Academy, Q-CROC also offers free
training courses for seasoned research professionals.
Here are just a few examples:

https://qcroc.ca/bourse-dexcellence-predemarrage/
https://qcroc.ca/en/video/comprendre-la-classification-du-risque-des-observations/


3CTN is proud to have been collaborating with
Q-CROC for 10 years to support our mutual
goals of improving access and conduct of
academic clinical trials for all cancer patients
in Quebec. Congratulations!

STEPHEN SUNDQUIST
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

3CTN 

Q-CROC is a founding member of the pan-Canadian academic clinical research initiative 3CTN
(Canadian Cancer Clinical Trials Network) and acts as the representative for the Eastern provinces.

https://3ctn.ca/


10+ information events

In 2023, our partnerships with patient
associations enabled us to inform several
hundred people impacted by cancer about
clinical research, mainly through webinars and
information booths at events.

Part of Q-CROC's activities is focused on raising public awareness of the importance of clinical research in the fight against
cancer and the discovery of new treatments.  Through the development and distribution of educational material, the

organization of conferences or the creation of content for its collaborators' website, Q-CROC is multiplying actions aimed
at making information available to as many people as possible. Here are a few examples.

12 partnerships

Q-CROC has a dozen partnerships with patient
associations: Craig's Cause, Quebec Breast
Cancer Foundation, Procure, Canadian Brain
Tumour Foundation, Myeloma Canada, Fondation
québécoise du cancer, Leucan, Canadian Cancer
Society, Ovarian Cancer Canada, Colorectal
Cancer Canada, Quebec Lung Association and
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Canada.
These partnerships enable us to reach a wide
audience to promote clinical research in Quebec.

A provincial scope

Thanks to its extensive network and
partnerships with key players in the cancer
community, Q-CROC is able to organize
events in 11 regions of Quebec. This is the case
every year for International Clinical Trials Day,
for which Q-CROC organizes awareness-
raising activities all over Quebec.

Raising awareness: at the core of our purpose



Faits saillants de la
dernière année
Q-CROC is celebrating its 15th anniversary
this year! Over the past fifteen years, we
have undergone numerous changes, but
our constant desire to collaborate with key
stakeholders in clinical research in Quebec
to fight against cancer has remained
unchanged. This milestone is a testament
to our commitment to making a difference
in the field of cancer research.

THANK YOU!
to our 2023 financial partners :

AbbVie
Amgen
Bristol-Myers Squibb

GlaxoSmithKline
Incyte
Innovative Medicines Canada

to our collaborators :

Quebec Lung Association
Biovalorem
Canadian Cancer Clinical Trials Network (3CTN)
Colorectal Cancer Canada
Ovarian Cancer Canada
Coalition Priorité Cancer
Quebec Cancer Consortium
Craig’s Cause

Fleexer
Quebec Cancer Foundation
Quebec Breast Cancer Foundation
Leucan
Myeloma Canada
Procure
Health Canada
Canadian Cancer Society 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Canada

To collaborate with Q-CROC:

info@qcroc.ca 
418 781-0500 

www.qcroc.ca |
www.oncoquebec.com

Merck
Pfizer
Roche

http://www.qcroc.ca/
http://www.oncoquebec.com/

